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THE 2007 METRO DENVER/BOULDER JEWISH COMMUNITY STUDY 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background 
 
In February of 2007, a coalition of funders, community leaders, the Allied Jewish Federation of 
Colorado (acting as project manager), and Ukeles Associates, Inc. (UAI, the lead research 
partner) came together to plan and implement a comprehensive study of the Jewish community 
in the seven-county Metro Denver/Boulder area.   The purpose of the study is to: 
 

 Estimate the size of the seven-county area in 2007 
 
 Describe the characteristics of the population 
 
 Identify major trends since the last study was conducted (in 1997) 
 
 Support more informed decisions in planning, fundraising, service delivery, and 

connecting people to Jewish communal life. 
 
Prior to the survey, key stakeholders were invited to provide input into the development of the 
survey instrument and thereby ensure that the information needs of a broad range of community 
stakeholders were reflected in the study.  Then, beginning in mid-April 2007, telephone and 
Internet surveys were conducted throughout the seven-county Metro Denver/Boulder area.  The 
findings and implications contained in this Report represent the data collected and subsequently 
analyzed by UAI.  The survey data reported for this sample are accurate within a potential 
maximum error range of +/- 5% (at the traditional 95% confidence interval). 
 
It is important to note that from the beginning of this process, the coalition emphasized that the 
study was not to be an end in and of itself; rather, it was designed to serve as a guide to assist 
the community in policy development and implementation.  To that end, this Summary Report is 
being made available to all Jewish institutions, as well as other interested parties, located 
across the Metro Denver/Boulder area.  In addition, three Research and Development teams 
were created to better facilitate the development of action plans resulting from the study’s 
findings.  These R&D teams focused on Younger Jewish Adults: 25-39, Boomers: 45-64, and 
Growth and Dispersion within the Jewish community.  In the next few months after the public 
release of this Summary Report, the teams will refine their proposed initiatives, discuss their 
ideas with potential funders and program specialists, and present a summary of their work and 
their recommendations to the Steering Committee.   

 

Overview 
 
The Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community in 2007 has grown significantly since 1997, when 
the last Jewish community study was conducted. The Jewish community is dynamic — more 
spread out in 2007 than in 1997, and more diverse. The continuing attraction of Metro 
Denver/Boulder as a desirable place to live for families has resulted not only in continued 
Jewish community growth, but also in geographic dispersion, and increased diversity with 
regard to ethnicity and multi-racial household composition, the proportion of Jewish and non-
Jewish household members, marital status, sexual orientation, Jewish practice and Jewish 
connections, and social service needs.  
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Highlights and Policy Implications 
 
There are nine important stories that fill out this broad overview: 
 
Size and Growth  

 
1. The Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community in 2007 has grown significantly since 

1997, when the last Jewish community study was conducted.  The Jewish community of 
Metro Denver/Boulder is the fourth largest Jewish community in the western United 
States with a Jewish population that exceeds the size of many Jewish communities 
traditionally defined as major centers of American Jewish life.   

 
 In the decade between the 1997 and 2007 Jewish community studies, the community’s 

growth exceeded the growth of the general community.  The number of Jewish persons 
increased from 63,300 in 1997 to 83,900 in 2007, a 33% increase compared to the 22% 
general population growth in the seven-county area.  The number of people in Jewish 
households1 (including non-Jewish household members) increased 49% — today, 
117,200 people live in Denver/Boulder Jewish households. 

 
 As is true for the general population, much of the growth in Jewish persons in the 

area is due to in-migration.  Much of the growth in households and non-Jewish 
people in Jewish households is a result of a very significant increase in the number 
and proportion of intermarried households. 

 
 Metro Denver/Boulder is similar in population size to historically important Jewish 

centers such as Cleveland (81,500 Jews) and other rapidly growing Jewish 
communities in the West, such as Phoenix (82,900).   

 

Policy Implications 
 
By itself, the sheer size of the Jewish community—and its growth—are not indicators of 
success; rather, they represent formidable challenges and critical opportunities for community 
leadership and institutions.  
 
The opportunity is that there are more people to engage in being Jewish in exciting and 
meaningful ways, and the potential of more human and financial resources to meet the needs of 
the Jewish people.   
 
The challenge is the need to develop programs, services, and physical infrastructure that is 
appropriate for a community of 117,000 people.  
 

                                            
1
 A Jewish household is defined as a household including one or more Jewish persons, at least 18 years 

old.  For purposes of this report, a Jewish person is someone who (a) self-identifies as a Jew, or (b) is a 
child being raised as a Jew.  This includes people who were not born Jewish and consider themselves 
Jewish, with or without a formal conversion.  
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Change: Geographic Spread, Newcomers & Diversity 

 
2.   The Denver Jewish community continues to spread out into new geographic areas, while 

maintaining a significant presence in the historic core. 

 Jewish South Metro Denver has grown twice as fast as the Metro Denver/Boulder 
area. There are almost 20,000 Jews in South Metro, a 66% increase since 1997.   

 
 Boulder, an established Jewish center in 1997, had a Jewish persons increase since 

then to almost 13,000 Jews. 
 
 Scattered Jewish populations exist not only north and west of the historic core (also 

true in 1997), but north and east as well — a new development since 1997.  
 
 While accounting for a smaller percentage of Jewish households than in the past 

(34% of all Jewish households in 2007, 41% in 1997), the historic core in Denver has 
continued to grow in absolute numbers: over 16,000 Jews in 2007.  

 
Policy Implications  
 
It is much more difficult to serve a dispersed population than a concentrated one.  In some 
communities, Jews have abandoned their historic core -- and institutions and services follow. 
The continuing strength of the historic core in central Denver means that its social and physical 
infrastructure needs to be maintained. 

 
At the same time, the organized Jewish community needs to develop connection and service 
delivery strategies for two different dimensions of dispersion: sub-centers of Jewish population 
and an increasingly scattered population.  South Metro, for example, has the second largest 
Jewish population, and includes a very large geographic area, but limited Jewish infrastructure.  

3.   Metro Denver/Boulder is home to many newcomers, especially among Jewish adults in 
their twenties and thirties.  More people came to Metro Denver/Boulder in the last 10 
years than were born here (24% vs. 20%). 

 
 24% of those surveyed have arrived in the last 10 years; 46% of respondents under 

40 are newcomers, compared with 16% of those 40 and over.  

 Metro Denver/Boulder is less of a community of newcomers than it was ten years 
ago.  In 1997, 40% of the households had been in Metro Denver/Boulder for less 
than 10 years.  Yet natives remain a distinct minority among Jews in Metro 
Denver/Boulder — only 20% were born in Colorado.   

 
 The most recent newcomers (last five years) are least likely to feel that they are part 

of a Jewish community in Metro Denver/Boulder.  Of those who have been in Denver 
less than 5 years, 73% do not feel part of a Jewish community where they live.  Of 
those who have been in Denver less than 5 years, and would like to be part of a 
Jewish community where they live, 53% do not feel part of a community.  
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Policy Implications 
 
Today, as in 1997, welcoming and integrating newcomers is a major challenge.  Metro 
Denver/Boulder is an old-new Jewish community, while many Jewish communities in the USA 
are either old (e.g., Philadelphia) or new (e.g., Phoenix).  As a community with substantial 
numbers of natives and long-time residents, it is easy to overlook the newcomers. So many of 
the 20’s and 30’s in the Metro Denver/Boulder are newcomers that making progress on 
welcoming newcomers needs to be part of an overall plan to develop an age-appropriate place 
in Denver Jewish life for Jewish adults in their 20’s and 30’s. 

 
4.   Metro Denver/Boulder is a diverse Jewish community: 
 

 In 4,300 Jewish households (9%), the respondent self-defines as multi-racial, or says 
that the household can best be defined as multi-racial. Younger households are 
much more likely to be multi-racial: 16% of respondents under age 40 report that 
they live in a multi-racial household.  

 
 1,600 households include only Hispanic household members. 
 
 2,600 unmarried couples reported living together (6%) compared with 2% in 1997: 

4% are opposite-sex couples living together, while just under 2% are same-sex 
couples. 

 
 1,500 Jewish households (3%) include a person who is gay, lesbian, bisexual or 

transgender.  

 
Policy Implications 
 
The organized Jewish community needs to avoid stereotypes in thinking about who is “inside 
the tent.”  Institutions, such as synagogues and schools, as well as other Jewish organizations, 
need to re-examine not only policies, but also practices, to make sure that implicit and explicit 
messages are welcoming to all who want to, and choose to come. 
 
Jewish Connections 
 
5.  There are many ways to be Jewish: Jewish connections vary significantly.  
 

Most Jews in Metro Denver/Boulder (50% or more): 
 

 Say “being Jewish is important to me” (90% of Jewish respondents, including 61% 
who say being Jewish is very important); 

 
 Report contributions to charitable causes (85% of Jewish households).  Only 44% 

report that they have made a contribution to a Jewish charity, including 23% to the 
Allied Jewish Federation of Colorado (AJF). One-out-of-three Denver/Boulder Jewish 
households with incomes of at least $150,000 (about 2,400 households) do not 
contribute to Jewish causes. Over 70% of non-donors to the Allied Jewish Federation 
(AJF) — almost 25,000 Jewish households — report that they are relatively 
unfamiliar with the AJF. 
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 Agree with the statement that they have a special responsibility to take care of Jews 
in need around the world (75% of Jewish respondents); 

 
 Always or usually light Chanukah candles (66% of Jewish households); 
 
 Attended a Jewish cultural event, a Jewish art event or a Jewish festival in the year 

preceding the survey (64% of Jewish households); 
 
 60% of Jewish respondents say that being part of “my local Jewish community where 

I live is important to me,” including 29% who say “very important.”  
 
 Have participated in Jewish naming/baby welcoming ceremonies (52% of Jewish 

respondents). 
 

Many Jews in Metro Denver/Boulder (25% to 49%): 
 
 Fast on Yom Kippur (41% of Jewish respondents); 
 
 Report at least one formal Jewish connection — congregation, JCC, and/or other 

Jewish organization (40% of Jewish households).  32% report that their household 
belongs to a Jewish congregation. 

 
 Have participated in adult bar/bat mitzvahs (39% of Jewish respondents); 
 
 Visited Jewish web sites (37% of Jewish households); 
 
 Report that they are “very emotionally attached” to Israel (34% of Jewish 

respondents), compared with 28% of National Jewish Population Study 2000-01 
Jewish respondents.  Emotional attachment to Israel exists among Jews in all age 
groups in Metro Denver/Boulder, unlike national data which shows emotional 
attachment higher among older Jews and detachment higher among younger Jews.  

 Engaged in Jewish study with a group or organization during the past three years 
(30% of Jewish respondents); 

 
 Have participated in informal meetings with a group of Jewish friends (25% of Jewish 

households). 
 

Some Jews in Metro Denver/Boulder (10% to 24%): 
 
 Report monthly, weekly or daily attendance at religious services (20% of Jewish 

respondents);  
 
 Always/usually light Shabbat candles (19% of Jewish households); 
 
 Keep kosher (13% of Jewish households); 
 
 Engage in sports activities with mostly Jewish friends (13% of Jewish respondents). 
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  Few Jews in Metro Denver/Boulder (less than 10%): 
 

 Belong to a Havurah (9%); 
 
 Play card or tile games with mostly Jewish persons (9%); 
 
 Have engaged in a Jewish healing ritual (8%); 
 
 Participated in a book club with mostly Jewish friends (5%). 

 
Not All Jews Are Interested in Jewish Engagement: 
 
 10% of Jewish respondents view being Jewish as either not very important or not at 

all important. 
 
 32% of households with children are raising their children as “non-Jewish” 

(accounting for 27% of all children in Jewish households). 
 
 41% of Jewish survey respondents feel that being part of a Jewish community where 

they live is not very important or not at all important. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
Given the diversity of ways to be Jewish, it is no longer meaningful to speak of one Jewish 
community.  Metro Denver/Boulder should become a network of different kinds of vibrant, 
exciting Jewish communities with multiple points of entry.  An essential element in community-
building is the recognition that Jewish communal life has a rich, complex tapestry of Jewish 
behaviors, which are often beyond formal organizational walls.  
 

 Community-building involves Increasing access to existing opportunities for Jewish 
engagement, improving existing opportunities and creating new opportunities. 

 
 Entry points need to be in place for households with children, since they seem 

particularly open to Jewish engagement.  69% of households with children feel it is 
very or somewhat important to be part of a Jewish community where they live 
compared with 55% of households without children. 

 
 Engaging 20’s and 30’s requires a generation-sensitive strategy that recognizes 

intergenerational differences.   
 
 Travel to Israel continues to be a major opportunity to connect Jews of all ages to 

other Jews, as well as to Jewish history and culture. 
 
 Contributions are one way that people express their Jewish connections.  As in many 

western USA Jewish communities, AJF needs to work hard to make people aware of 
the many ways that contributions through Federation help people, both in Denver 
and abroad. 
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Intermarried Households 
 
6.   Many Jewish families include non-Jews.  Their Jewish connections are varied and 

complex.  
 
 Intermarriage in Metro Denver/Boulder has increased dramatically since 1997. Over 

half (53%) of currently married Metro Denver/Boulder couples are intermarried, 
compared with 39% in 1997.   However, current intermarriage rates are at the level 
as those reported from many other western USA Jewish communities.   

 
 70% of respondents under 35 are intermarried; 71% of recent marriages (since 

1997) in Metro Denver/Boulder are intermarriages. 
 
 46% of all children living in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households live in 

intermarried households (11,400). 
 
 56% of all children in Metro Denver/Boulder are being raised Jewish, compared with 

78% in 1997.  This is largely a result of the increased intermarriage rate. 
 
 Of the 11,400 children being raised in Jewish households that include a non-Jewish 

parent, 2,100 are being raised Jewish-only, 1,300 Jewish-and-something-else, and 
2,600 have an “undecided” religious status.  The other 5,400 children in Jewish 
households are being raised “non-Jewish.” 

 
 2,900 Jewish households that include non-Jews are already affiliated with a 

congregation or a Jewish Community Center  (JCC).  These households are (at 
times) more connected Jewishly than many all-Jewish households, and invariably 
much more connected than intermarried households which are not formally affiliated 
with a congregation or a JCC. 
 
o 2,100 children live in these intermarried-affiliated Jewish households; 47% of 

these children are being raised as Jewish-only, 7% as Jewish-and-something-
else, and 22% as undecided.  Only 23% are being raised “non-Jewish.” 

 
o 92% of children ages 0-4 now living in intermarried households which belong to a 

synagogue or JCC are projected to receive a Jewish education when they are 
elementary school age. 

 
 3,500 intermarried Jewish households which are not affiliated with a congregation or 

a JCC access Jewish websites, and thus, can be reached through the Internet. 
 
 Less than 1% of the children under age 5 whose child-rearing Jewish status is 

undecided are enrolled in a formal Jewish early childhood educational program. 
Among Jewish-raised children ages 3 and 4, 58% attend Jewish pre-school, nursery 
school or Jewish daycare. 

 
 About 64% of all children ages 5-17 being raised “Jewish and something else” or 

“undecided,” have not had any Jewish education. 
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Policy Implications 
 
Building community with families that include non-Jews needs to be seen as an opportunity.   
 

 A high rate of intermarriage is a fact of Jewish life in 2007. Thus, the national debate 
between those who view intermarriage as a blessing and those who view 
intermarriage as a catastrophe for the Jewish community seems largely moot. 

 
o Jewish families that include non-Jewish members need to have the same access 

to opportunities to “do Jewish” or to “be Jewish” as families where everyone is 
Jewish.  Synagogues and other institutions need to welcome interfaith couples 
and families.  

 
o The community needs to develop policies and practices that are responsive to 

the feelings of interfaith couples about to be married.  
 

 Especially for the intermarried couples which have not yet decided whether or not to 
raise their children Jewish, the existence of friendly pathways into Jewish life can 
have a huge impact on their decision-making. There are significantly more three and 
four-year olds being raised as “undecided” (25%) than children 5 to 12 years old 
(9%). 

 
 
Economic Hardship 
 
7.   Economic hardship is a reality in the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community and 

affects Jewish behaviors.  
 

 5,800 Jewish households (12%) fall below 200% of Federal poverty guidelines based 
upon their household income and the number of people in the household. These 
“poor” Jewish households are clearly at risk economically. 

 
 32% of seniors living alone are below the 200% poverty level (which, for them, is less 

than $20,000 annual income).  
 
 One-out-of-four Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish household respondents report that 

their household “cannot make ends meet,” or that they are “just managing” 
financially.  

 
 65% of single parents report “just managing to make ends meet” (at best). They 

represent 1,000 of the most at-risk Jewish households in the community. 
 
 Income is strongly related to congregation membership; 37% of respondents with 

incomes under $25,000 report that cost has prevented synagogue membership in 
the five years preceding the 2007 survey.  Only 19% of respondents in these lower 
income households are congregation members, compared to 42% of households 
with annual incomes of $150,000. 
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 Significant percentages of  Jewish households with incomes below $50,000 — from 

21% to 44% — report that cost is a barrier to: 
 

o Travel to Israel (44%) 
 
o Day school (41%) 

 
o Jewish summer overnight camp (27%) 

 
 51% of all Jewish households with incomes under $25,000 did not use the Internet in 

the year preceding the survey.  
 

Policy Implications 
 
The organized Jewish community needs to carefully assess its outreach to, and ability to help, 
those who are in economic hardship.  In particular, single parent families and seniors living 
alone need special attention. 
 
Lower income families, even if not in poverty, clearly need help with the cost of being Jewish.  In 
the expansion of summer camping, it is important that adequate subsidies are available so that 
children in lower income families are not deprived of this critical Jewish identity-building 
experience.  Other communities are working hard to make trips to Israel and day school 
available to those who cannot afford the cost; Metro Denver/Boulder needs to expand its efforts 
in these areas.  
 
There is a perception among leadership that cost is not a barrier to synagogue participation. 
The data suggest that either people do not know about low cost membership options or they are  
actually not easily available.  Congregation leadership should work together to create 
opportunities for lower-income people to join a temple or synagogue.  
 
 
 
Children, Boomers & Seniors: the Need for Service 
 
8.  There are more Jewish households who are “baby boomers” than any other age group in 

Metro Denver/Boulder.  There are more children than seniors in Jewish households in 
Metro Denver/Boulder.  

 
 Forty percent (40%) of all people in Jewish households are between 40 and 64. Most 

of the people in this age cohort fall into the “boomer” generation.  
 
 As in 1997, there are many more children than seniors in Jewish households; 12% of 

all people living in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households are 65 or over, while 
children account for 22% of the total population.  
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Policy Implications  
 
With large numbers of children, the community needs to focus a substantial amount of energy 
on children (especially those making the critical transition from early childhood to school-age), 
how they are being raised, and the quality, quantity, variety, and cost of formal and informal 
Jewish education.  
 
With relatively few seniors, and large numbers of boomers, the Jewish human service delivery 
system needs to plan for the much larger and more comprehensive senior care system that will 
be needed in the future. Boomers, who have more flexibility with their time, could provide a pool 
of talented and skilled volunteers, if they can be engaged in meaningful activity. 
 
 
 9.  Care-giving affects many Metro Denver/Boulder households, especially boomers.  
 

 An estimated 5,900 Jewish households (13%) indicate that they have care-giving 
responsibilities for an elderly relative or friend; 71% of the care-receiving persons live 
in the area now and another 13% will most likely move into the area in the immediate 
future. 
 

 Another 5,900 households are not care-givers now, but are very concerned that they 
will have to provide care in the future. 
 

 Another 5,400 are neither involved in current care nor concerned about future care of 
an elderly relative, but are concerned about living independently in the future. 
 

 All together, serious care issues affect 36% of all Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish 
households. 

 

 Boomers are the most concerned about care-giving issues:  
 

o 23% of younger boomers (45-54) and 18% of older boomers (55-64) are 
currently caring for an aging friend or family member. 

  
o Boomers are most likely to be very concerned about caring for a parent or 

relative in the future; 31% of younger and 28% of older boomers express these 
serious caring concerns. 

 

 More households sought assistance for chronic illness (22%) or personal 
issues/depression/anxiety (21%) than other areas of need. 2 

                                            
2
Seven social service areas were explored: chronic illness; depression/anxiety/relationship issues, etc.; 

serious mental illness; finding a job or getting occupational advice; children’s learning disability; 
household member with a physical or developmental disability; assistance for an elderly relative in the 
Metro Denver/Boulder area.  
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 In general, getting assistance was easiest for the most often cited help-seeking 
behaviors, such as chronic illness and personal issues/depression/anxiety.  Job-
seeking was the area where respondents reported the most difficulty getting 
assistance (74%). 

 Using a Jewish agency for assistance for an elderly person is three times more likely 
to occur than using a Jewish agency for any other social service topic included in the 
survey. 
 

Policy Implications  
 
The organized Jewish community needs to take a careful look at the quantity, quality, and 
access to care-giving support now and in the future.  The R&D Task Force on Boomers is 
focusing on this issue. 
 
Given the large percentage of people who had difficulty getting assistance with job-seeking, it is 
possible that helping people with job-related concerns needs to be higher on the Jewish 
communal agenda. 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
The dynamic emergence of Jewish Denver/Boulder as a premier American Jewish community 
defines the need for augmenting current activities which build Jewish community. 

The release of this Summary Report should mark the beginning of this process of continuing 
action, additional analyses, and further action.   A key next step is the completion of the findings 
and recommendations of the Research and Development (R & D) teams.   
 
The study data file, which will be available to planners, decision-makers, funders and 
researchers in the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community in the near future, is a key resource 
which should add value to important community-shaping decisions and actions  in the coming 
years.  
 
Hopefully, the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study of 2007 and its portrait of Metro 
Denver/Boulder Jewish households and the people living in them can help the continuing efforts 
of Jewish agencies and organizations in the seven-county area build a stronger 21st century 
Jewish community.   
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THE 2007 METRO DENVER/BOULDER JEWISH COMMUNITY STUDY 

 

I.     INTRODUCTION 

The 2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study (Community Study) focuses on 
Jewish households living in the seven-county Denver/Boulder area: Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, 
Broomfield, Denver, Douglas and Jefferson Counties.  Ukeles Associates, Inc. (UAI) of New 
York was the primary research consultant; UAI worked with its partners: International 
Communications Research (ICR) which completed the interviewing under UAI supervision, and 
MSG-GENESYS (GENESYS) which provided sampling design, population estimation, and 
survey data weighting support.  

Primary funding for the 2007 Community Study was provided by Rose Community Foundation; 
additional funding was provided by the Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation, Sturm Family 
Foundation, and Weaver Family Foundation.  The Allied Jewish Federation served as project 
manager for the Jewish community.   

The UAI team and a Community Study Steering Committee, composed of lay and professional 
leaders, worked together to design the study, select the topics to be included, define the 
questions to be asked, and decide the geographic areas to survey.  
 
Why the Study Was Conducted 
 
The purpose of the Community Study is to develop scientifically valid and reliable information 
about the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community in order to inform communal policy 
decisions and programmatic actions.  In addition to the community survey, three Research and 
Development task forces were created to speed the transition of survey data into communal 
planning and action. The ―R&D‖ teams focused on Younger Jewish Adults: 25-39, Boomers: 45-
64, and Growth and Dispersion within the Jewish community.   
 
The survey component of the 2007 Jewish Community Study is designed to:     
 

 Estimate the size of the seven-county Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community in 
2007   

 
 Describe Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community population characteristics  

 
 Identify major trends since the last study in 1997, and 

 
 Support more informed decisions in planning, fundraising, service delivery, and 

connecting people to Jewish communal life — including assisting the Research and 
Development task forces.   
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The Summary Report and the Survey Data File  
 
This Summary Report presents study results in terms of Jewish household and population 
estimates, demography and income, health and social services, Jewish connections, marriage 
and raising children Jewish, philanthropy-Israel, and geographic area dispersion.  A separate 
Summary Report Appendix will contain a Research Note on Methodology, as well as copies of 
the screening questions used to determine if a household is Jewish and the questionnaire used 
to interview identified Jewish households.1 
 
In addition, the electronic data file will soon be transferred to the Community Department of the 
Allied Jewish Federation, and staff members, plus some other Jewish communal professionals, 
will be trained in using the electronic data file.  This data set (over 500 variables) provides the 
capacity for the community to continually analyze critical policy issues and to answer additional 
questions for future planning purposes.  The data file, as well as all Community Study reports, 
will also be deposited and archived at the Berman Institute - North American Jewish Data Bank 
(www.jewishdatabank.org).  
 
In this context, the release of this Summary Report does not imply the conclusion of data 
analysis from the Community Study.  Instead, the Summary Report should serve as a stimulus 
for continued data exploration and policy decision analysis by the organized Jewish community 
throughout Metro Denver/Boulder.   

Definitions and Scope 

A Jewish household is defined as a household including one or more Jewish persons at least 18 
years old.   

For the purposes of this Report, a Jewish person is someone who: 
 

 Self-identifies as a Jew, or  
 Is a child being raised as a Jew.2 

Metro Denver/Boulder 

The 2007 study is designed to provide reliable and valid data about the Jewish community in the 
seven-county area.   

 Chapters two through seven focus on community-wide data. 
 Chapter eight analyzes study data through a geographic lens.3  

                                            
1
 The Research Note and questionnaires will be available at the North American Jewish Data Bank 

website:  (www.jewishdatabank.org). 
2
Respondents, spouses, and other adults who consider themselves ―Jewish & Something Else‖ are 

included in the survey estimates as Jewish persons. Children who were defined by the survey 
respondents as being raised ―Jewish & Something Else‖ are also included in the Jewish persons 
estimate. 

3 The seven-county area which was the basis of survey sampling and Jewish household estimation is 
outlined in a map on page 10.  

http://www.jewishdatabank.org/
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/
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INTRODUCTION 

Survey Methods4 

Survey data in this report are primarily based on randomly generated interviews with 
respondents in 1,399 Jewish households throughout the Metro Denver/Boulder area who were 
interviewed between mid-April 2007 and mid-July 2007.5  Eighty-seven percent (87%) of the 
survey respondents (prior to data weighting) consider themselves to be Jewish, while another 
4% view themselves as ―Jewish and something else.‖  In 9% of the interviews, a non-Jewish 
spouse who felt comfortable answering questions about the household’s Jewish life completed 
the survey. 

A total of over 111,000 landline phone numbers were dialed to reach these Jewish households, 
and to also reach and interview an additional 16,000 non-Jewish households  which answered a 
series of screening questions designed to determine whether the household included an adult 
who self identifies as Jewish.  The cooperation of these non-Jewish households in these brief 
screening interviews was an essential and critical component of estimating the number of 
Jewish households in Metro Denver/Boulder.  

The overall survey response rate was 36%, an acceptable rate, especially when viewed in the 
context of the most recent telephone surveys of Jewish communities; response rates have 
plummeted recently due to the explosion of telemarketing. 

Because of concerns that landline phone calls would underestimate the number of younger 
Jewish adults, an Internet survey of young Jewish adults was conducted to estimate the number 
of younger Jewish households which were cell-phone-accessible-only where they lived.  Data 
from this Internet survey allowed UAI to increase the original MSG-GENESYS Jewish 
population estimates to reflect the percentage of Jewish households within these sub-groups 
(never married vs. married, children vs. no children, newcomers vs. longer-term-residents) who 
could not be included in the landline survey.  

The data adjustments have been built into the data file that will be deposited with the Metro 
Denver/Boulder Jewish community; thus, all future data analysis will include these adjustments.  
As far as we know, this is the first local Jewish community study to adjust the data file to reflect 
revisions based on younger adults with cell-phone-only-accessibility.   

 
.  

                                            
4
 A comprehensive discussion of the sampling design and sampling frames/strata — and its effectiveness 

in designing a cost-effective, valid study — is included in the Research Note portion of the Study 
Appendices, to be available at the Data Bank website in late Spring 2008:  (www.jewishdatabank.org). 
 
5
 During the screening phase of the survey, a total of 1,933 households were contacted in which at least 

one adult self-identified as Jewish.  Of these households, 72% —1,399 — completed the 25-minute 
interview, while the others were either unable to do so or refused to continue. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 
Survey Sampling Error 
 
Because so many screening interviews were completed at random from contacts with Jewish 
and non-Jewish households, and almost 1,400 interviews were completed with Jewish 
households, the quantitative data are statistically reliable.  Survey data reported for the entire 
interviewed sample are accurate within a potential maximum error range of +/- 5% (at the 
traditional 95% confidence interval). Thus, survey responses are statistically representative of 
the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community, and very closely reflect the results that would 
have been achieved by a prohibitively costly census of all Jewish households in the seven-
county area.  
 
Comparative Information in the Report 
 
In addition to the results of the 2007 Study, this final report includes comparative information in 
order to help put the findings in perspective.  At times, data from the 2007 Community Study are 
compared to data from the 1997 study (also undertaken by Ukeles Associates), to national data 
from NJPS 2000-01 (the National Jewish Population Survey), to other credible local community 
studies in the western United States.  
 

How to Read the Data in This Report 
 
Numbers in this Final Report are rounded to the nearest hundred, and percentages are rounded 
to the nearest full percentage.  At times, due to rounding, the reported numbers may not add to 
100% or to the appropriate numerical total.  However, the convention that is employed shows 
the totals as 100%, or the proper numerical total. 
 
Where the sum of a column or row equals 100%, the percent sign is included in the first entry of 
the column/row, and in the 100% total. This convention is employed to assist the reader in 
understanding which percentages add up to 100%. 
 
When a percent sign is shown for each entry (each cell in the table), this indicates that the 
printed percentages are not intended add up to 100%, but reflect one ―cell‖ of a table where the 
complete table is not shown to facilitate presentation. These separate cell percentages should 
be compared to adjacent cells. 
 
Where the value in the cell is less than one percent, including when there are not any cases for 
that cell in the data file, <1% is shown. 
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II.    JEWISH HOUSEHOLD & POPULATION ESTIMATES 
 
 
What Is the Size of the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community? 
 
There are three answers to this question:  

In 2007, what is the size of the Jewish community in the seven-county Metro 
 Denver/Boulder area?   

 
Each of these numbers has critical implications for community planning, decision-making, and 
service provision.   
 

 Jewish Households. There are an estimated 47,500 Jewish households in the Metro 
Denver/Boulder area where at least one adult considers himself/herself to be 
Jewish.6 

 
 Jewish Persons.  Almost 84,000 Jewish persons live in these households — adults 

who consider themselves to be Jewish and/or children being raised Jewish. 
 
 Number of People in Jewish Households. Just over 117,000 people live in the 47,500  

Jewish households.  In addition to the 83,900 Jews, there are an additional 33,300 
people who are not Jewish residing in these 47,500 households. Typically, these 
non-Jewish household members are a non-Jewish spouse and/or children not being 
raised Jewish.  

 
Exhibit 1 Estimated Number of Jewish Households, Jewish Persons,   
  People Living in Jewish Households,       
  2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study  

Jewish Households – at least one adult 
considers themselves Jewish 47,500 

Jewish Persons – adults who consider 
themselves Jewish and children being raised as 
Jewish  

83,900 

People Living in Jewish Households –  
includes non-Jews 

117,200 

  

                                            
6
 The estimate of 47,500 Jewish households is the best estimate of the current number of Jewish 

households in Metro Denver/Boulder.  However, this Jewish household estimate has a potential error 
associated with it of +/- 7.3%, which reflects calculations based on the number of all households in the 
study area, and the number of both Jewish and non-Jewish households contacted and interviewed during 
the screening phase of the project.  Thus, while the best estimate of the number of Jewish households is 
47,500, the potential range is between 44,000 and 51,000 (using the 95% confidence interval).  This 
estimate error is different from the survey sampling error, which describes the possible error involved in 
generalizing survey question answers from the survey to the total ―population‖ who would have been 
included in a census; as noted in Chapter I, the survey sampling error is a maximum of +/- 5%. 
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JEWISH HOUSEHOLD & POPULATION ESTIMATES  
 
Growth in the Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community 

The Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community has undergone remarkable growth in the last 
decade.  In 1997, there were 63,300 Jewish persons living in the study area.  From 1997 to 
2007, the Jewish population increased by 20,600 Jewish persons, a 33% increase. The 
increase in the number of people living in Jewish households was even greater — a 49% 
increase from 1997 to 2007.  
 
 
 Exhibit   2 Number of Jewish Households, Jewish Persons, People Living in  
   Jewish Households, 1997 and 2007, 
   Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Studies 
  
 

 
Metro 

Denver/Boulder   
1997 

Metro 
Denver/Boulder   

2007 

Percent Increase 
1997 -  2007 

Jewish Households – at least one 
adult considers themselves Jewish 32,100 47,500 + 48% 

Jewish Persons – adults who 
consider themselves Jewish and/or 
children being raised as Jewish  

63,300 83,900 + 33% 

People Living in Jewish 
Households– includes non-Jews 

78,500 117,200 + 49% 

Average Household Size             
(all people in household) 

2.45 2.45
7
  

  
 
   
Since 1981, the first survey of the area using random digit dialing (RDD) as the basis of the 
Jewish household estimation process, the increases have been even more dramatic.  In 1981, 
there were an estimated 18,700 Jewish households, 38,600 Jewish persons and 42,600 people 
(including non-Jews) living in study area Jewish households.  From 1981 to 2007, the number of 
Jewish persons in Metro Denver/Boulder increased 117%. 
 

                                            
7
Twenty-two percent of all Jewish households in 2007 were one-person households, 40% included only 

two people, 16% three people, and 15% four people.  Only 7% of all Jewish households included 5 or 
more members. 
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JEWISH HOUSEHOLD & POPULATION ESTIMATES  
 
Non-Jewish Household Members 
 
As a corollary to the preceding analysis, Exhibit 3 shows that the number of people living in 
Jewish households who do not identify themselves as Jewish or are children not being raised 
Jewish has increased significantly over the past decades.  In 1981, 9% of all Jewish household 
members were not Jewish; by 1997, the percentage increased to 19%; and, by 2007, to 28%.  
 
In absolute terms, the number of people in Jewish households who are ―non-Jews‖ increased 
from 4,000 in 1981 to 33,300 in 2007 — a percentage increase of over 700%, largely reflecting 
increased intermarriage (see Chapter IV).    
 
 

 
 Exhibit   3 Estimated Number and Percentage of Non-Jewish Persons Living in   
   Jewish Households, 1981, 1997 and 2007  
   Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Studies 
 

 
Metro 

Denver/Boulder   
1981 

Metro 
Denver/Boulder   

1997 

Metro 
Denver/Boulder   

2007 

All People Living in 
Jewish Households  

42,600 78,500 117,200 

Jewish Persons  38,600 63,300 83,900 

Non-Jews 4,000 15,200 33,300 

Percent non-Jewish of  
All People in 
Denver/Boulder Jewish 
Households 

9% 19% 28% 
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JEWISH HOUSEHOLD & POPULATION ESTIMATES 
 
Jewish Community Growth Exceeds General Community Growth  

The growth in the Denver/Boulder Jewish community over the past decade has exceeded the 
considerable general population growth in Metro Denver/Boulder.   

 In 2007, Jewish households represented 4.6% of the total number of households in 
the study area; in 1997, Jewish households constituted 3.7% of all survey area 
households. 

 In 2007, the number of Jewish persons represents 3.2% of all people in the study 
area, compared to 2.9% in 1997. 

From 1997 to 2007, the number of Jewish households increased 48% compared to a 19% 
household increase in the general population; the Jewish persons increase was 33% during this 
decade, compared to the general community’s 22% population growth.    

 
Exhibit  4 Jewish Households and Jewish Population Numbers as a Percentage of All 

Households and All People Living in the Seven-County Metro Denver/Boulder Area, 
1997 and 2007 Jewish Community Studies

8
  

 

 Estimated 
Numbers  

1997 

Jewish 
Numbers as    
% of General 
Community 

1997 

Estimated 
Numbers  

2007 

Jewish 
Numbers as    
% of General 
Community 

2007 

Jewish Households 32,100 3.7% 47,500 4.6% 

All Metro 
Denver/Boulder 
Households 

868,300  1,032,200  

     

Jewish Persons in 
Jewish Households 

63,300 2.9% 83,900 3.2% 

All People in Jewish 
Households 

78,500 3.6% 117,200 4.4% 

All People in Metro 
Denver/Boulder Area 

2,162,500  2,638,700  

 

                                            
8
 Claritas household and population estimates used as the basis of all numbers and percentages in this 

table.  Estimates provided by MSG-GENESYS to UAI. 
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JEWISH HOUSEHOLD & POPULATION ESTIMATES  

The Largest American Jewish Communities 

Metro Denver/Boulder is one of the largest Jewish communities in the United States — and one 
of the five largest Western Jewish communities.  

 Exhibit  5  The Largest Jewish Communities in the United States.
9
   

Rank Community Number of Jewish Persons  

1 New York 8 County Area 1,412,000 

2 Los Angeles 519,200 

3 Chicago 270, 500 

4 Broward County (FL) 233,700 

5 Washington, DC 215,600 

6 Boston 210,500 

7 San Francisco 208,600 

8 Philadelphia 206,000 

9 South Palm Beach (FL) 131,300 

10 West Palm Beach (FL) 124,250 

11 Atlanta 119,800 

12 Miami 113,300 

13 Metro West, NJ (Essex-Morris) 109,700 

14 Baltimore 91,400 

15 San Diego  89,000 

16 Denver/Boulder  83,900 

                                            
9
 Adapted from ―FAQs on American Jews: Comparative Tables: American Jewish Demography, Tables 1 

and 1a,‖ the North American Jewish Data Bank, 2007 (www.jewishdatabank.org), Arnold Dashefsky, Ira 
M. Sheskin, Ron Miller.   Rockland County (NJ) and East Bay (CA) are not included since they have not 
had a recent  RDD-based (random digit dialed)  Jewish community study. 

http://www.jewishdatabank.org/
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THE SEVEN-COUNTY METRO DENVER/BOULDER AREA 
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III.      DEMOGRAPHY 
 

Place of Birth 

 
Respondents interviewed for the Jewish Community Study were typically born elsewhere and 
then moved to the Metro Denver/Boulder area.  
 

 Only 20% of Jewish survey respondents were born in Colorado. 

 25% were born in New England, New York, New Jersey or Pennsylvania. 

 23% were born in the US Midwest, while 8% were born in the Southwest (including 
Texas). 

 9% were born outside the United States, including 4% from former Soviet Union 
nations, and 1% from Israel.   

 
  
 Exhibit  6  Place of Birth, Survey Respondents 
   2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study 

Midwest

23%

Israel

1%
Former 

Soviet Union

4%

Other 

Non-USA

4%
Metro 

Denver/Boulder

20%Other USA

15%

New England, NY, 

NJ, PA

25%

Southwest

 USA

8%
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DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Newcomers 
 
Not only are most Metro Denver/Boulder survey respondents not locally born, but significant 
numbers are recent arrivals to the area — ―newcomers‖ to the Jewish community and to 
Denver/Boulder.  An estimated 7,000 respondents have lived in the area for fewer than five 
years, while another 4,200 moved here between five and nine years before the study.  Thus, 
one-quarter of the households (24%) have moved to the community within the past ten years.    

In contrast, another sizeable group, the ―longer-term-residents,‖ 56% of survey respondents 
(representing over 26,500 households), have lived in the area for at least twenty years, or were 
born in Metro Denver/Boulder. In many ways, Metro Denver/Boulder is a unique Jewish 
community, with a sizeable newcomer cohort and a large group of long-term residents.  

Younger adults are much more likely to be newcomers to the community.  One-third (33%) of 
respondents ages 25-39 have moved to the area in the five years preceding the survey, 
compared to only 19% of respondents 40-64 and 9% of respondents 65 and over.10  Including 
those who have lived in the area for from five to nine years, almost half of all 25-39 year old 
Denver/Boulder younger Jewish adults (46%) have moved to the seven-county area since the 
1997 study. 

  
 Exhibit   7 Newcomers and Longer-Term-Residents: Years Lived in the Area,   
   2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study     
   

 Age of Respondent  

Years Lived in Metro 
Denver/Boulder 

Area 
25-39 40-64 65 and Over 

All   
Respondents 

0-4  33% 10% 9% 15% 

5-9 13 8 4 9 

10-19 25 18 24 20 

20-39  11 39 22 36 

Born in Area or      
40+ Years in Area 

19 26 42 20 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100% 

                                            
10

 Approximately 20% of these three age groups were born in the area, while 43% of younger adults 18-
24  (small sample size) were born in the area.   The 18-24 year olds are not included in this table in order 
to focus attention on the 25-39 year old members of the Jewish community, who are the subjects of one 
of the research and development task forces involved in developing community actions to engage this 
age cohort in Denver/Boulder Jewish life.      
 
Please note that in this table, and in all subsequent exhibits, numbers may not add precisely nor add to 
100% due to rounding to simplify the presentation of data.  
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DEMOGRAPHY 

Age Patterns: All People in Jewish Households 
 
The Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish community remains relatively young, as it was in 1997.  In 
1997, 23% of all people living in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households were children under 
age 18,  while 11% were age 65 or older —  a 2:1 children/adult ratio.  In 2007, 22% of all 
people in Jewish households were children, while 12% were seniors.   Including all people in 
Jewish households, the children/seniors declined slightly to approximately 1.8.   Moreover, the 
median age for all Jewish household residents in 2007 is 42, compared to 37 in 1997. 
 
The most dramatic change since 1997 has been within the boomer generation.  In 1997, 30% of 
all people in Jewish households were between 35 and 49, while another 10% were between 50 
and 64.  By 2007, as the boomer generation aged, the 50-64 age group had tripled in absolute 
numbers: an estimated 29,900 people in 2007 compared to 10,000 in 1997.  In 1997, Jewish 
household residents 50-64 were 13% of the community; by 2007, they represent 26% of the 
total number of people in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households. 

 
 Exhibit   8 Age of All People in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Households:  
   1997 and 2007 Jewish Community Studies 

 

 
1997 2007 

Age of All People 
in Jewish 

Households 
Estimated 
Number 

Percent 
Estimated 
Number 

Percent 

0 - 4 3,100 4% 6,600 6% 

5 - 13 11,110 14 12,600 11 

14 - 17 3,600 5 6,100 5 

18 - 34 18,100 23 21,200 18 

35 - 49 23,900 30 26,400 22 

50 - 64 10,000 13 29,900 26 

65 - 75 4,200 5 8,700 7 

75+ 4,400 6 5,800 5 

TOTAL 78,500 100% 117,200
11

 100% 

 

                                            
11

 In 1997, missing data on age (for a limited number of respondents) in the data file was extrapolated 
based on the age distribution of those for whom data was available.  In this Summary Report, the same 
procedure was followed for the less than 3% of all people identified as household members for whom age 
data was not available.  The age groupings used here reflect reported 1997 data. 
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DEMOGRAPHY 

Age Patterns: Jewish Persons 

Focusing on Jewish persons only (adults who consider themselves Jewish and children raised 
Jewish or Jewish and something else), the patterns are somewhat different.  The median age 
for Jews is 45,12 a considerable increase since 1997.  In 1997, Jewish children were 23% of 
Jewish persons in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households, while Jewish seniors were 12% of 
the community.  By 2007, reflecting increased intermarriage and changes in raising children as 
Jews as well as the aging of the Jewish community, the gap between Jewish children and 
Jewish seniors had narrowed significantly; 18% of Jews were children, 15% seniors. 
 
In 2007, Jewish adults 50-64 were the most populous age cohort — 23,500 Jews, 28% of all 
Jewish persons.  As this group continues to age, the proportion of Jewish seniors will continue 
to increase, probably rather dramatically by 2017.  
 
 Exhibit   9 Age of Jewish Persons in Jewish Households:      
   1997 and 2007 Jewish Community Studies  
 

  
  1997 2007 

Age Grouping: 

Jewish Persons 
Estimated 
Number 

Percent 
Estimated 
Number 

Percent 

0 - 4 2,500 4% 3,700 4% 

5 - 13 9,200 14 8,400 10 

14 - 17 3,100 5 3,400 4 

18 - 34 11,600 22 14,300 17 

35 - 49 18,900 30 17,900 21 

50 - 64 8,500 14 23,500 28 

65 - 75 3,900 6 7,100 8 

75+ 3,600 6 5,500 7 

TOTAL 63,300 100% 83,900
13

 100% 

                                            
12

 The median age of Jewish persons (45) is higher than the median age estimated for whites statewide in 
Colorado: (www.ams.usda.gov/statesummaries/co/msa/msa.pdf/Colorado.pdf). The median age in 
Colorado increased from 36.2 in 2000 (census data) to an estimated 39.2 in 2008. 
 
13

 In 1997, missing data on age (for a limited number of respondents) was extrapolated based on the age 
distribution of those for whom data was available.  In this Summary Report, the same procedure was 
followed. Age data was not available for under 3% of all people identified as household members by 
survey respondents.  Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding for presentation.  

http://www.ams.usda.gov/statesummaries/co/msa/msa.pdf/Colorado.pdf
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DEMOGRAPHY 

Age Patterns: Non-Jewish Persons 
 
Exhibit 10 graphically demonstrates the exceptionally young age structure of non-Jewish people 
in Jewish households – typically intermarried spouses who do not consider themselves to be 
Jewish and children (mostly in intermarried households) who are not being raised as Jews or 
whose status is undecided.14 The median age of people in Jewish households who are not 
considered to be Jewish (or children raised as Jews) is 37 (compared to 35 in 1997).  
 
There are an estimated 9,400 non-Jewish children living in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish 
households (29% of the total of 33,300 non-Jewish people) compared to approximately 1,800 
non-Jewish seniors.  The non-Jewish members of Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households are 
much younger than Jewish persons in these households. 
 
As noted previously, in 1997, non-Jewish persons accounted for 19% of all people living in area 
Jewish households, but increased to 28% by 2007.  In 1997, there were 3,000 non-Jewish-
raised children in Jewish households; they represent 17% of all children in these households.  
By 2007, there are 9,400 non-Jewish-raised children, 38% of all children in Jewish households. 
 
The exceptionally young age structure of this group, which includes many children whose 
Jewish status is undecided, will ultimately have strong implications for the Metro Denver/Boulder 
Jewish community — if it has not already changed the nature of Jewish communal life in Metro 
Denver/Boulder.   
 

 
 Exhibit   10 Age of Non-Jewish Persons in Jewish Households:  
   2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study   
 
 

                                            
14

 See Chapter IV for details on the ―religious‖ identity of children, the description of which has become 
increasingly complex over the last quarter of a century, when the first ―Denver‖ Jewish community study 
was undertaken. Children being raised Jewish-only or Jewish-and-something-else are (obviously) not 
included in this table, but are considered in the Jewish persons estimate.  All other children are included 
in this table.  Thus, ―Non-Jewish‖ includes: (a) children who are being raised in a religion other than 
Judaism, (b) those who are not being raised Jewish, but are not being raised in any religion, and (c) those 
children whose status is undecided.   

6%

19%

25%

21%

29%Children

Young Adults (18-34)

Ages 40-64

"Boomers" (50-64)

Seniors 65 and Over
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DEMOGRAPHY  
 
Marital Status 
 
Approximately two-out-of-three (63%) survey respondents are married, 7% have been widowed, 
14% divorced or separated, and 11% never married (and not currently living with anyone). 
 
Another 6% reported that they are ―living together‖ with a partner, 4% with an opposite sex 
partner, just under 2% with a same-sex partner.15  In 1997, only 2% of survey respondents 
reported living together with someone, and the answer category of same-sex partner was not 
even included.  Its inclusion in 2007 reflects the growing recognition of diversity within the 
Jewish community.  In addition to the 800 households reporting either a same-sex relationship, 
an equal number of households included someone who is identified as gay, lesbian, bisexual or 
transgender (GLBT).  Thus, at least 3% of Metro Denver/Boulder’s Jewish households involve a 
member of the GLBT community.16 
 
Female respondents (data not shown) are twice as likely to report being widowed as male 
respondents, as expected.  Somewhat unexpected was the equal percentage of male and 
female respondents who report never having been married.17   
 
 Exhibit   11 Marital Status, Respondents,   
   2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study   
 

                                            
15

 Very, very few of the ―married‖ couples report that their spouse/partner is the  same sex as they are; if 
added to the ―living together, same sex‖ couples, the percentage is still 2%.  The question on GLBT 
households was not asked in 1997. 
  
16

 For additional information on the Colorado GLBT community (including population estimates) see the 
Denver-based Jewish Mosaic website: www.jewishmosaic.com. 

17
 Eleven percent (11%) of both male and female respondents report never having been married.  As 

usual in Jewish communities, and in the general community, there are slightly more Jewish females than 
males in Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish households: 52% females vs. 48% males.  

Widowed

7%

Separated-Divorced

14%
Married

63%

Living Together 

Opposite Sex Partner

4%

Living with Same Sex 

Partner

1.5%

Never Married

11%

http://www.jewishmosaic.com/
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DEMOGRAPHY  
 
Diversity: Race  
 
A question included in the 2007 Jewish Community Study asked respondents about their race 
and their household’s racial composition — reflecting not only the growing diversity of the 
Jewish community, but the recognition of that diversity within the community.  In 1997, the 
question was not included. 
 
In the vast majority of households, 84%, the respondent reports that he/she and all other 
household members, if any, are ―white.‖  In 4% (1,600) of the Metro Denver/Boulder surveyed 
Jewish households, the respondent (and other household members, if any) are ―Hispanic.‖  In 
9% of the households (4,300), either the respondent describes himself/herself as multi-racial, or 
describes the household, including other members, as multi-racial. 
 
Younger households are much more likely to be multi-racial; 16% of respondents under age 40 
report that they live in a multi-racial household, compared to 8% of respondents 40-64 and 3% 
of respondents 65 and above. 
 
 
 
  
 Exhibit   12 Household ―Racial Status‖: Respondent Assessment, 
   2007 Metro Denver/Boulder Jewish Community Study   
 
      
 

 Age of Respondent  

Household 
Composition 

18-39 40-64 65 and Over 
All   

Respondents 

All ―White‖  82% 82% 93% 84% 

All ―Hispanic‖ 2 6 <1% 4 

Multi-Racial 16 8 3 9 

Other, 
Unclassifiable  

<1% 4 4 3 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100% 




