
In Hebrew, tikkun olam means to “repair the
world.” This is the ultimate goal of Rose Youth
Foundation. We came together from different
Jewish backgrounds and different parts of the
metro area to fulfill our common goal of making
the world a better place by funding programs
and services in the Greater Denver area.

After considerable discussion, we identified five
priorities for funding. Our priorities were to
help fight homelessness, to encourage teen
and college-aged involvement in the Jewish
community, to promote tolerance among
different religious cultures, to help refugees
become self-sufficient, and to help to engage
and empower high school kids to create change
in the public school system.

The Power of Philanthropy
by Jeff Aschkinasi – sophomore at East High School
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A Grantmaking Initiative of Rose Community Foundation

Philanthropy offers an opportunity to make changes in the world by
directing funds to organizations dedicated to improving humanity.
Youth rarely have the opportunity to make this kind of change through
monetary gifts. This past year, I was one of twenty-three youth who
got that opportunity as a member of Rose Youth Foundation.

During the last school
year, Rose Community
Foundation convened
Denver-area Jewish
teens for the seventh
time to learn about
grantmaking and
philanthropy. In 2007-
2008, 23 Rose Youth
Foundation members
from 13 schools gave
away $50,000. This
report is about who
they are, what they did
and how they did it.
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Rose Youth Foundation
members connect at their
first meeting of the year.
Left to right: Talya Zax,
Reid Spitz, Risa Katz,
Hannah Leventhal and
Jenny Koff.



Listening to my peers challenged me to take
a closer look at all of the different problems
we had identified. I was energized during the
site visits because I was able to see grant
proposals come to life and understand how
all these amazing ideas would come together.
There are so many worthy initiatives. But as
is often the case, the need for money to help
support these organizations was greater than
what we had to offer.

On one particular site visit this year, I found
myself loving the idea of what the organization
had to offer. Philanthropy requires advocacy;
you have to fight for what you feel is
important. But sometimes, you also have to be
able to let go for the greater good of the group.
When we made our final funding decisions, we
decided that this particular organization was

not going to be funded. It made me think about
how that organization will be missed. Yet, I
was still able to feel great about how much
we were able to give to our community
through other projects.

Though I came to the group with a limited
knowledge of the issues going on in the
world, I have ended this year knowing more
than ever before about many great
organizations in my community. As
Maimonides said, the greatest gift that one
can give is to help others become and remain
self-sufficient so that they can later give back
to those less fortunate. Participation in Rose
Youth Foundation has given me that
opportunity to make a difference and help
“repair the world”.
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Sorting ideas by category helped
Rose Youth Foundation members
decide on their funding priorities.

In my senior year of high school, I sought to
reconnect with the Jewish community and to
make some positive changes. I stumbled upon
Rose Youth Foundation the day that the
application was due; once I read the purpose, I
knew that the organization was for me. I was

glad to participate, even if just for a year, in a
group of Jewish teens that met with only one
purpose: to improve the community around us.
On site visits, I met people with visions of
changing the world. Their visions were
compelling. I wish that the Foundation could
have funded each program fully but in the end,
we selected a group of programs with great
ambition (and many that I had no idea existed),
and I look forward to seeing their progress.

Rose Youth Foundation was an integral part of
my senior year. During the stresses of
academics, applying to college, and everything
else associated with ending high school, it was
nice to take a break and give time to groups
that really needed consideration and funding
for their proposals. As a Jewish teen who leans
away from religious practice, I was refreshed
by the principles of Rose Youth Foundation,
and further impressed by the range of great
ideas that Denver-area citizens have to improve
our world.

A New Connection
by Joel Greenberg – freshman at Tufts University

Get Involved
Rose Youth Foundation is
accepting applications from
Jewish teens who will be in
grades 9-12 in 2008-2009.
Rose Youth Foundation
encourages diversity of
opinion and background and,
as a youth-directed program,
looks for members who will
work together to award
grants in a primarily Jewish
way to causes in the
Denver/Boulder community
that they find important. An
online application and more
information about Rose
Youth Foundation can be
found at rcfdenver.org/RYF,
or contact Sarah Indyk at
303.398.7416 or
sindyk@rcfdenver.org.
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I have been privileged to be able to help make
a difference in two different ways: as a
philanthropist with Rose Youth Foundation
and as a volunteer at Warren Village. It is
through my experience as a volunteer that I
truly came to understand the importance of
what I could do as a philanthropist.

I was first introduced to Warren Village as
part of a community service class at Hebrew
High. Warren Village is a two-year program
that helps single parent families become self-
sufficient. While I put together puzzles, played
dress-up, washed hands and kissed ouchies in
the Child Care Center, parents attended classes
that gave them the necessary tools to become
self-sufficient outside of the program.

It felt so rewarding to do something I enjoyed
while supporting these parents so that they
could stand on their own two feet. I ended up
volunteering at Warren Village every week for
three years.

Whoever said time is money wasn’t thinking
about the nonprofit world. In my time at
Warren Village, I saw clearly how much

money mattered. The organization was blessed
to have many volunteers who donated their
time, but there was always some material
thing that we still needed.

As a member of Rose Youth Foundation, I
always kept in mind the experience I had at
Warren Village when thinking about which
organizations to support financially. I believed
that our money should go to organizations
that allow people to make concrete and
powerful changes in their lives.

And it has.

I feel so lucky to be able to support the
amazing local efforts of eight organizations
and programs as a member of Rose Youth
Foundation; in this case, it was not with my
time but with the next best thing – money.

Money matters. It is a simple, not quite
elegant, truth. Essentially, this is the goal of
philanthropy: to provide the money that allows
good ideas to become reality. Sometimes it
takes money to make a difference.

Two Perspectives on the Nonprofit World
by Sarah Zapiler – freshman at New York University
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Community Talmud Torah
$2,500
To support a cross-denominational
educator training program to give
teenagers teaching skills and engage
them in educating younger students in
supplemental religious schools.

Denver’s Road Home
$7,500
To support the city’s 10-year plan to
end homelessness. Mile High United
Way serves as fiscal sponsor.
denversroadhome.org

Hillel of Colorado
$7,000
To support Comedy for a Cure, a Jewish
comedy evening and mitzvah day, and
the Teva/Nature program to engage
college students in shared Jewish
experiences through outdoor activities.
hillelcolorado.org

Jewish Family Service of Colorado
$7,500
To support the Citizenship Training
Program, providing refugees with
formal education, tutoring, advocacy
and support needed to become citizens
of the United States.
jewishfamilyservice.org

Lutheran Family Services of Colorado
$5,000
To support the Women’s Craft Initiative
and the Women’s Empowerment
Program’s childcare service to enable
refugee women to participate in
job training.
lfsco.org

Project VOYCE
$8,500
To support the Student Leadership
Team, which advocates for meaningful
improvements in Denver Public Schools.
projectvoyce.org

Rocky Mountain Survivors Center
$7,500
To support an English language
acquisition program for refugee
survivors of severe trauma.
rmscdenver.org

Seeking Common Ground
$4,500
To support a year-long program for
Denver participants in the Building
Bridges for Peace Program, a leadership
development and peace-building
initiative for American, Israeli and
Palestinian teens.
s-c-g.org
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